On June 26, 1934, St. Paul’s Reformed Church became the Evangelical
and Reformed Church, following the merger of the Reformed Church in the
United States and the Evange[ica] Svnod of North America at a meeting in
Cleveland, Ohio. The merger was finally approved at a subsequent meeting
in Columbus, Ohio on June 23, 1938. These two church bodies had much
in common and through all their history desired a greater unity. The Re-
formed Church sprang up in the Palatinate region of Germany with the city
of Heidelberg as its center. When religious wars ravaged this region thou-
sands of impoverished and persecuted people of the Reformed faith, including
many Huguenots who had fled from France, sought refuge in the New World,
especiaHy in Pennsylvania. On October 15, 1725, the German Reformed
Church in the United States was born at Falkner's Swamp when the first
Ho]y Communion was observed with John Philip Boehm in charge. A
century later another group of German immigrants, the founders of the Evan-
gelical Synod of North America, settled in the Middle West. On October 15,
1840, six fellow-pastors met in Missouri to organize the Evangelical Church
Union of the West from which grew the Evan gelical Synod of North America.
Both church bodies developed, not unmindful of their aspiration for greater
unity. The aspiration was finally realized in the formation of the Fvangelical

and Reformed Church —~ our Church today.
On the evening of Sunday, March 3, 1935, our Church Choir wore

vestments for the first time. The vestments were consecrated at that service.

The mid-week Lenten services in 1935 and 1936 featured an exchange
of Reformed ministers. The Missionary Society held a “A Pageant of Brides”
in 1935. The net proceeds were $70. The Aid Society having paid the par-
sonage mortgage in full, Pastor Kichline was authorized by the Consistory to
burn the mortgage on September 30, 1935.

The contributions on Anniversary Sunday in March, 1936. reduced
the church mortgage to $20,000.

On February 21, 1937, the Choir was authorized to purchase a pipe
organ. The Choir constituted the organ committee with the organist, John
S. Phillips, as chairman. The members were Mrs. Leola Miller, director, Mrs.
Wm. Fisher, Mrs. R. S. McClure, Mrs. Geo. H. Gilbert, Mrs. Martin H.
LeFevre, Mrs. Carl Reynolds, Sr., Mrs. Raymond Scott, Mrs. R. H. Long,
Sr., Mrs. James P. Forbes, Mrs. Geo. W. Hensel, Jr., Mrs. John J. Groff,
Mrs. W. Ryland Brown, Mrs. Jay M. Eshleman, Ruth C. Gilbert, Lorrene
McClure, Helen Aument, Nancy Burkholder, James P. Forbes, Wm. U.
Hensel, 1II, Carl Reynolds, Sr., John M. Shirk, Mark W. Miller, John W.
Steele, Merton W. Steele, Roy E. Bucher, and Wm. H. Geiger.

The two-manual and pedal pipe organ was built by Sebastian Gund-
ling and Son of Lancaster, and installed at a total cost of $2,544.50 ($2,370
for the organ and $174.50 for installation.) It was dedicated by the Pastor on
July 18,1937. The Reverend Daniel G. Glass delivered the sermon and the
soloists were Mrs. Leola Miller and John W. (“Jack”) Steele. On July 22
the initial recital was given by John G. Brubaker, assisted by Clarence V.
Hoar and Mrs. Leola Miller, soloists.

The Choir worked zealously and gradua“y the organ debt faded until
February 21, 1943, when it was paic[ in full. Through its history St. Paul's
Choir has played an important role, and it is fitting that we express a word
of appreciation for the services of our faithful organist, John Suter Phillips.
For more than a quarter of a century he has given his time and talents to the
g[ory of God. As early as 1915 we find him substituting at organ or piano
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and for a number of years he was Sunday School pianist. His predecessor,
Mrs. Geo. W. Hensel, Jr., was equally zealous and served faithfully for many
vears.

On the evening of December 12, 1937, the Missionary Society gave
an illustrated lecture, “The Evangelical and Reformed Church”. This was
the beginning of a series of illustrated lectures held each month for several
vears.

In 1937 and 1938 the music of the 11:00 p. m. Christmas Eve Candle-

light Service was amp[ified from the church tower through the courtesy of

J. H. Steckler.
On March 19, 1939, Dr. J. W. Meminger preached the ninth anni-

versary sermon and that evening began a week of special evening services. On

October 24, 1939, the fall session of Classis met in St. Paul's.

In July, 1941, six young people were sent to Pine Brook Camp by the
Sunday School and the Christian Endeavor Society.

On Sunday, September 28, 1941, the nintieth anniversary of the found-
ing of St. Paul's was celebrated with morning, afternoon, and evening ser-
vices. Assisting Pastor Kichline were our former pastors: Dr. Dallas R.
Krebs, the Reverend Howard Obold, and the Reverend Addison H. Groff.
The Reverend A. N. Stubblebine had p]anned to participate, but his death
of a heart attack occurred very unexpected[y as he was entering his church
in Elsmere, Del., on August 10, 1941. At the morning Worship the Reverend
Groff spoke on “The Church of Christ — Forever Young”. The Reverend
Obold’s afternoon sermon was, “The Vision for the Church Today". In the
evening Dr. Krebs spoke on “The Present Day Christian Church”, based on
the text, “I will make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many generations” —
Isaiah 60:15. In the afternoon the Pastor read letters of greeting from Dr.
George W. Richards, the Reverend James A. Boehm, and Mrs. W. E. Jami-
son (the former Mary Stonebraker). Dr. and Mrs. Frank C. Laubach, who
had recently returned from mission work in the Philippines, were among
the many guests attending these services.

On the morning of September 27, 1942, a Service Flag donated by
Mrs. Albert H. Fritz and Mrs. Geo. W. Hensel, Jr., was presented to St.
Paul's by Mrs. Ryland Brown and unveiled by Enos L. Rhoads. R. S.
McClure, a member of the American Legion, addressed the assembly, and a
beautiful tribute to the boys in the service was read by Mrs. George Eshle-
man. The flag was given in honor of seven boys, but the number of stars
grew to fifty-nine incluc[ing one gold star for Sgt. Jay Donald Eshleman who
lost his life in Germany on March 23, 1945. The golcl star was placed on
the f[ag by Mrs. Emma Witmer Bertolet at the memorial services for Donald
in St. Paul's on April 7, 1946.

In 1943 the Sunday School held a special service in honor of Sunday
School teachers, especia“y honoring Mrs. Geo. W. Hensel, Jr., for 50 years,
and Mrs. 1. Haines Dickinson for 43 years of teaching. Mrs. Hensel taught
the Men's Bible Class from 1893 until her death in 1947. Mys. Dickinson
has taught the Ladies” Bible Class since its organization in 1908, although she
is no longer actively engaged in teaching. Mrs. Wm. Fisher and Mrs.
Wm. Geiger were her assistants until 1950, when Mrs. Geiger assumed the
responsibility of teaching the Class. In 1916 the class presented a Ioving cup
to Mrs. Dickinson in appreciation of her services.

In 1944 two weeks of union Lenten services were held with services

in the Methodist Church the first week and in St. Paul’s the second week.
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Among the guest ministers was our present pastor, the Reverend Herman C.
Snyder of the Muddy Creek - Swamp Charge. He conducted services in
St. Paul's on April 6, 1944,

In June, 1944, the Reverend Kichline celebrated the twelfth anniversary
of his pastorate with Dr. W. S. Harris as guest speaker. Mrs. Harris, the
Pastor’s mother, also spoke briefly.

On December 10, 1944, the new hymnals that had been presented to
St. Paul’'s by Mrs. Walter L. Aument in memory of her husband, were used
and consecrated at the morning service.

In January, 1945, the church debt had been reduced to $13,200. In
March the Reverend Addison H. Groff preached the anniversary sermon.
John Phillips and Wm. T. Crook, Jr., played an organ and piano duet. In

the evening a musical program was presented by the Choir and the Youth
of the Church. The offering for the day amounted to $1,348.

Very interesting and helpful community Holy Week services were held
in St. Paul’s in 1945. Guest speakers were Dr. Lawrence E. Bair, Dr. Homer
S. May, Dr. David Dunn, and the Reverend Chas. E. Robb. An added
feature was special music by guest talent including the Reverend Wallace
Baum of Zion Reformed, Chas. C. Gochnauer of Quarryville, and the
Chestnut Level Men’s Chorus.

During the illness of the Pastor in the spring and summer of 1945,
ministers who frequent]y supplied the pulpit were the Reverend Herman S.
Shelly, Dr. Homer S. May, Dr. W. S. Harris, and Dr. Robt. F. Whiston.
Dr. Theodore Distler preached the anniversary sermon in 1946 and Holy
Week speakers were Dr. L. E. Bair, Dr. David Dunn, and the Reverend
James Carroll of Chestnut Level Presbyterian.

After serving faithfully and conscientiously for nearly 14 years the
Reverend Kichline transferred to the First Evangelical and Reformed Church
in Vandergrift on April 30, 1946. During his pastorate 191 new members
had been added, more than 600 sermons had been preached, and the church
debt of $23,000 had been reduced to $9,000.

Dr. Donald M. C. Englert of the Seminary faculty assumed the duties
of Supply Pastor. On August 18 the Reverend Herman C. Snyder of
Berlin, Pa., preached a trial sermon, “The Prodigal Son”. He accepted a
call to become effective November 1, 1946. In the meantime our ninety-
fifth anniversary services were held on September 22. In the morning Dr.
Dallas R. Krebs preached the sermon, “Dreaming, Daring, Enduring”. In
the evening the Reverend Addison H. Groff spoke on “Your Testimony and
Mine”. The Choir directed by Mrs. Leola V. Miller, rendered the music with
John S. Phillips at the console. Letters from the Reverend James A. Boehm
and the Reverend Herman Snyder were read. The Reverend Boehm regretted
his inability to attend the services and hoped to be with us at the one hun-
dredth anniversary celebration.

On the evening of November 1 the Reverend Herman C. Snyder was
installed pastor. This was the first time that the full liturgical installation
service was used in St. Paul's. The committee was composed of the Reverend

John C. Raezer of Lancaster, the Reverend W. Miller Price of Annville, and
Dr. A. M. Billman and the Reverend C. B. Marsteller, both of Harrisburg.
Elder Clair Wade represented the Consistory.

Our new pastor conducted the first worship service on the morning of
November 3, using the subject, “Worship", based on the text, "l was gla(l
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